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Members of St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church unload an 18-wheeler of Christmas trees. The annual tree sale raises money for the church. 


GOP tax plan 
on track for 
approval in 
Senate today 


a potential hangup 


The bill overhauling the U.S. tax code 
would add $1 trillion to the national 
deficit over a 10-year period and would 
not raise the gross domestic product 
enough to cover the plan’s cost, an 
analysis found. One lawmaker has 
proposed a “trigger” to raise taxes if 
growth estimates aren’t met. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS) 


WASHINGTON 

The Republican tax plan appeared 
headed for Senate passage after some 
dramatic, last-minute negotiations 
Thursday to win over GOP holdouts 
concerned about a new congressio- 
nal analysis that estimated the pack- 
age would add $1 trillion to the na- 
tion’s deficit. 

Republicans and the White House 
want a legislative victory to reflect 
their year of control in Washington, 
and a landmark tax bill- which would 
dramatically lower the corporate rate 
and double the standard deduction 
for individuals — would provide that. 

If passed today as expected, the 
sweeping Senate tax bill would next 
need to be reconciled with a House 
version, a process leaders hope to 
expedite in a matter of days. Then 
both the House and Senate would 
need to pass the revised measure be- 
fore sending it to President Donald 
Trump’s desk. 


See TAXES, PAGE 7 


TILLERSON COULD 
BENEXT T0 60 


Trump administration considers 
replacing the current secretary of 
state with CIA head Mike Pompeo. 


PAGE 5 


Navy: Tens of thousands 
of gallons of sewage 
spill at Little Creek base 


Page 4 


Plan your weekend in Norfolk with a 
performance of “The Nutcracker” or 
attend a Madrigal Banquet. 


PULSE 


“POUL SOME. 
love into it 


FOR 40 YEARS, Kempsville 
church has sold trees to 
fund community ministries. 


By Lee Tolliver | The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

There was a day when Grant Walker was on 
top of the flatbed, with the guys lifting Christ- 
mas trees and tossing them onto the grass. 

But now, a couple weeks shy of celebrating 
his 92nd birthday, Walker’s job is to count the 
trees as younger members of St. Andrew’s 
United Methodist Church in Kempsville take 


care of the heavy lifting. 

“Up to 50 now,” he said Thursday morning, 
sitting comfortably on the only chair. Near- 
by a group of about 40 lowered down trees 
from an 18-wheeler that arrived Wednesday 
from northern Pennsylvania. 

Walker was one of two men - Don Remy 
was the other - still working the tree lot since 
the church’s very first one 40 years ago. 

Trees sales began Thursday, kicking off 
a big weekend with a bake sale, oyster roast 
and free hot dogs courtesy of the church’s 
Boy Scout Troop. Santa Claus starts Saturday. 

“There’s still a few of us who unloaded 


See TREES, PAGE 8 


We have people come back to get our trees every 
year, and I don't think it’s about the trees.” 


Pastor Jeff Witt 


COURTESY OF THE VIRGINIA ZOO 
The male lion cub now weighs approximately 10 pounds and is about the size of a house cat. 


“Fuzzy and vocal” lion 
cub born at Virginia Zoo 


Naming contest for healthy 
male born on Oct. 28 to come 


By Ryan Murphy 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 

The Virginia Zoo has a brand-new addition 
-and he just can’t wait to be king. 

The zoo’s 13-year-old lioness, Zola, gave 
birth to a healthy male cub on Oct. 28, the 


zoo announced Thursday. 

The cub, described as “fuzzy and vocal” 
by the zoo, isn’t on exhibit just yet. Zola and 
her baby are being kept behind the scenes 
in the zoo’s cubbing dens. 

The yet-to-be-named cub weighed just 3 
pounds and 5 ounces. He opened his eyes 
within a few days and began bonding with 
his mother. 

The zoo will host a naming contest in the 


See LION, PAGE 8 
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Student’s 
death in Salem 
High leaves 
classmates, 
parents reeling 


No foul play suspected 
School dismissed early 


L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Salem High School students leave 
early after a classmate was found 
dead. Many parents were also at 
the school for an open house. 


By Mike Connors 
and Robyn Sidersky 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

Thursday began as a special day 
at Salem High, with more than 200 
parents joining their children and 
learning about life at the school. 

Less than an hour later, it turned 
into a nightmare. 

About 8:20 a.m., the school was 
locked down after a male student 
was found dead in a bathroom. No 
foul play is suspected, and police 
said they were not seeking suspects. 
A cause of death was not revealed. 
Police did not release further in- 
formation about what happened or 
how the student died. 

Tricia Lieurance, who attend- 
ed the annual parent’s day, “A Day 
in the Sun,” was in a second-floor 
classroom with her daughter, a ju- 
nior, and about 20 other students 
when she heard a loud noise. 

She said the teacher looked out- 
side the classroom and locked the 
door without saying anything to the 
students or the four parents who 
were there. 


See STUDENT DEATH, PAGE 8 


“l’ve never encountered 
that type of fear.” 


Danielle Lumb-Goodrum, 
mother of a Salem High junior 


sun and clouds 


Highs near 60. 
Lows in mid-30s. 
Details on the back page of Sports 
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